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             International Spring Semester (ISS) 

 

MGen Commandant opening ceremony SPEECH (07 March 2022) 
  
Distinguished staff and representatives of the European Military Academies, 
Dear Students and Cadets, 
 
Allow me to start by showing my sincere appreciation for your presence in this 

ceremony. Your presence reinforces the connections that already exist between 
institutions of military higher education in European countries, aiming to strengthen 
the goals of the European Initiative for Exchange of Military Young Officers inspired 
by Erasmus (EMILYO). 

Hence, I would like to express my satisfaction in welcoming you to the Portuguese 
Military Academy for the 1st edition of our International Spring Semester. During this 
semester our institutions will have the chance to cooperate by exchanging knowledge 
and culture with the help of our teachers and support staff, and above all, our cadets. 

We are a centenary school for the training of officers for the Army. A School that 
has also trained officers for the Air Force and, since the early nineties of the last 
century, has been training officers for the National Republican Guard as well. 

We are an active contributor to the EMILYO program, as we believe that sharing 
knowledge, experiences, and values is essential for the progress of military higher 
education and for the preparation of our young cadets, future officers, who will be 
required to take timely and adequate decisions, often in challenging domains and 
circumstances. 

The COVID pandemic has brought us enormous challenges in the education and 
training of our cadets and forced us to adjust, quickly adopting online teaching 
methodologies. Yet, nothing replaces the physical presence and socialization, as 
determining elements in creating confidence and trust, which are structural in the way 
we act and accomplish our missions. 

Therefore, we must continue cooperating and deepening our exchange 
programs, so that our students and teachers can have the opportunity to interact in 
real-time and in real terms with colleagues from other countries, and we want to 
reinforce this idea and goal, by starting the first edition of our international spring 
semester today. 

I wish you all an excellent stay among us, and hope that this new International 
Spring Semester will be another excellent opportunity to strengthen the bonds of 
friendship and good cooperation that unite all our institutions. 
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